JOINT COMMITTEE OF 

CHRISTCHURCH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Committee Meeting Minutes

Stanpit Village Hall 10th May 2005 at 7.30 pm

Present: Chairman Peter Martin (Highcliffe), John White (Christchurch Citizens), Debbie Stephens (Stanpit), Roger Hamilton (West Christchurch) and Jim Biggin (Secretary). In Attendance; Councillor Michael Duckworth CBC Town Centre Forum

103. Apologies: Patricia Whiffen (Friars Cliff), Mike Parker (Stanpit), Julie Petrie (FROGS), Ellen Annettes (FROGS),

104. Minutes: The Minutes of the committee meeting of 8th March 2005 were approved and signed by the Chairman. There were no matters arising not dealt with elsewhere

105. Treasurer’s Report: the Treasurer reported that all 2005-06 subscriptions had been collected. Cash in hand as at 31st March 2005 amounted to £53.68

106. Progress Reports on our role in Planning: it is now clear that Regional Plans and thus to a large extent sub-regional plans are being dictated by the Secretary of State and unelected Regional Assemblies. This is producing considerable pressure for “affordable housing” and “brown field development”. It does appear to be an elaborate exercise designed to arrive at a predetermined end point, namely the preservation of RPG10. Transport is still being considered under the old County structure, which leaves Christchurch scrabbling for its allocation of Dorset funds. There appears to be no link between the drive for more housing and the funding of road improvement and development.

107. CBC Local Development Scheme: this appears to have stalled. For example, there has been no progress on Fountain Roundabout whilst the timescale for the development of Druitt Gardens remains uncertain. CBC will soon be drafting a Statement of Community Involvement. This will provide all of us with an opportunity to comment.

108. Town Centre Manager: Councillor Mike Duckworth presented the case for the appointment of a Town Centre Manager, independent of but underwritten by CBC and funded, at least in part, by local traders. It was resolved that we should write to Mike Duckworth supporting this appointment as described.

109. 2005 Informal Meeting with CBC Executive: It was resolved that the secretary should liase with CBC to arrange this meeting, requesting that the main topics be progress reports on the items discussed in 2004

110. Delegate’s Reports: Town Centre Forum Steering Committee: covered in the presentation by Councillor Mike Duckworth and subsequent discussion.

111. Delegates’ Reports: Christchurch Community Partnership: nothing to report

112. Delegate’s Reports: Community Safety Action Group: nothing to report

113. Delegates Reports: Bournemouth International Airport: traffic will double in 2005 compared with 2004. There are still no plans to upgrade the transport infrastructure that supports the airport

114. Stanpit Report: the forthcoming renewal of a liquor licence for a Masonic lodge sited in the middle of a residential area was considered to have implications for everybody. The lodge has requested a licence to operate until midnight every night of the week. SAMRA will keep us informed of developments.

115. West Christchurch Report: the redevelopment of Avon Causeway Bridge by Dorset County Council has cross Borough implications because the new strengthened, widened, bridge will support lorries. This will create an effective “by-pass” from Wimborne to Sopley. The objections of Burton Council, Hurn Council and local residents have largely been ignored.

116. Christchurch Citizens Report: Delegates were asked to watch for and object to retrospective planning approval for Bournemouth Water Company Steps at Pontin’s Jetty that have been built illegally.

117. Hengistbury Head Erosion: the report on erosion at Hengistbury Head prepared by the local residents association was discussed. It was resolved that the Secretary should seek to publicise its findings using the local press and TV. 

118. Dave Wells Development at Fairmile Bridge. Delegates were asked to watch for and object to planning approval for these flats on the grounds of access at this very dangerous junction.

119. Next Meeting: Tuesday 12th July at 7.30pm at Stanpit Hall

The meeting closed at 9.20pm

